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Charmaine: Hello everyone! Today, our
guest is Michael. He will share with us his
passion for stage plays and what he has
gained from them. Michael, welcome and
thank you for accepting the interview with
Speak My Language.

Michael: Thank you to Speak My Language
for interviewing me. Hello to everyone in the
audience.

Charmaine: | know you really like to
participate in stage plays; can you share
with us what kind of theatre you are in?

Michael: The name of this play is "The
Shadow Whose Prey the Hunter Becomes,"
abbreviated as "Shadow." | live in Geelong
and joined the Back to Back Theatre. This
play is produced by this theatre.

Charmaine: What kind of play is it and how
did you start participating in this drama
production?

Michael: | have high-functioning autism,
and | have a strong interest in stage plays.
A friend of mine from the choir
recommended me to join Back to Back
Theatre, where there are other individuals
with disabilities who are interested in the
performing arts. | joined the theatre in 2015
and participated in various trainings related
to theatrical performance skills. | also
engaged in numerous social and group
activities. In 2019, | became part of the cast
for this stage play.

Charmaine: What is the story of this stage
play like?

Michael: This production revolves around
various complex topics and their impact on
daily life, along with historical backgrounds
and information. It also addresses issues
related to the rights and human rights of
individuals with disabilities and how they
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should not face discrimination. It also delves
into topics concerning work and society.
The play explores the advancement of
technology, including the invention of Al
and explores how to engage in
conversations with computers and the pros
and cons it brings to everyday life. It raises
questions about the implications for future
living. Additionally, it touches on topics such
as how to be a leader in a gathering. It
covers a wide range of subjects.

Charmaine: It sounds like this stage play
has a rich storyline, incorporating history,
the future, Al, and real-life issues such as
human rights and discrimination against
people with disabilities. | wanted to ask,
does performing in stage plays require good
skills and acting abilities?

Michael: Actually, there's no specific skill
set required. | haven't attended acting
school or any related courses. The most
important thing is to know how to express
oneself in front of the camera and the
audience, to have acting skills and
adaptability, and to possess confidence and
energy to showcase the best performance.

Charmaine: Yes, being responsive and
having stage presence are important for
your performance. | know you have
performed not only in Australia but also
internationally. Can you share some of your
experiences with us?

Michael: Shortly after joining this stage
production, | had the opportunity to perform
in front of an audience nationwide. |
performed in cities like Sydney and
Melbourne and participated in various
festivals and cultural events. In 2020, | even
had the chance to perform in the United
States for six weeks, in New York and
Boston. It was memorable, despite facing
cold weather and falling ill during the trip.

Charmaine: Performing overseas must
have been a different experience compared
to performing domestically. It must have
been exciting.

Can you tell us why you enjoy performing in
stage plays? What is the gain or feeling you
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get from being part of stage performances?

Michael: | never thought about being
involved in stage plays before. | used to
watch a lot of movies and TV shows, which
sparked my interest in actors'
performances. Coupled with my strong
expressive abilities, | believed that
participating in stage plays would bring a
great sense of fulfilment. It allows me to
meet new people and explore new
experiences. Portraying different roles often
moves me. It's not just about performing on
stage; it's also about connecting with
different individuals.

Charmaine: As you mentioned, meeting
new people helps expand your social circle
and gives you more topics to discuss and
communicate with others, right?

Michael: Yes, indeed. | work in the food
and beverage industry, and | often share my
experiences of performing in stage plays
with my workmate. Sometimes, | even give
them performances. Being part of stage
plays has brought a lot of joy to my life and
has allowed me to meet a wider range of
people. Once, during a conference in
Canberra, | interacted with many individuals
from the same field, sharing life experiences
and engaging in professional exchanges.
Building networking connections is
essential. In the future, | hope to participate
in courses related to acting.

Charmaine: From what you've shared, it's
evident that you have a genuine passion for
and enjoyment of stage plays. How do you
think the things you've learned from
participating in stage plays impact your daily
life?

Michael: Yes, it has an impact. Performing
in stage plays has allowed me to connect
with more people. | engage in more
conversations with my family at home and
establish new friendships outside. It
enhances my life experiences and allows
me to challenge myself and showcase my
potential and talents, making my life more
fulfilling.

Charmaine: I'm genuinely happy for you!




Michael: Thank you!

Charmaine: Some listeners might be
interested in how to get involved in stage
plays. Can you share where they can find
information, such as websites or contact
details?

Michael: They can check Facebook or visit
the Back to Back Theatre website.

Charmaine: Great! We will include this
information on our website so that
interested listeners can explore further.

Today, we thank Michael for sharing his
passion for stage plays and the rewards
they have brought him. Personally, I've
learned a lot from Michael. | can see how
he actively and enthusiastically participates
in stage plays, which allows him to better
understand himself, enrich himself, and
build confidence, leading to many rewards
and happiness.

Michael, do you have any other information
you would like to share with the listeners?

Michael: For people with disabilities,
especially those with high-functioning
autism, although not everything may be
done perfectly, it's important to have
dreams, recognise one's strengths and
interests, continuously improve and
encourage oneself, and increase
confidence, ultimately making life more
fulfilling and enjoyable.

Charmaine: Thank you, Michael, for
accepting the interview, and thank you to
the listeners for tuning in.




