TOTAL DURATION: 00:15:46

Time in

Time out

Transcription

Translation

00:00:15

00:01:38

i moliy 9 o5 Yal :Fayrouz
S Rl Gl He gaiid iz
o9 8ladl ol goidl pulno (9
G5 st (WMolio (6 Wil siz
S asleYl s93 o ool
apasid] agillgo Oslosimg

6 159ia)l axclaiz ¥ Sloaxlly

A.L>J| uu.m“ J.n.uuu u\s |.)..m3 &m.zl]
dygd I Lisiw il Lai]
ol o) Lgoois IS8Ty lnis
U0 b s 9' asle Yl 595 o
Jlaziw! algw Sl e Gixxaw
5 ,95i0ll (o ally abaisVl g
U S Pl
leilile pes drosill lgili> oo L
pyvy) g__QJSg L@JL'}Q O<9 Lmslsaualg
o< (RRCY; ng Lz:u|_9 l.@.a.u.n.u
0%s Ul)uul.. anl sl Lgis 2
lelas ¢ asbuw¥l lossll

o] LS, L Bguw Lyl s gl
> sl Q9 oL;,.z.U Lg.:)lau

JS L ol asla)l bosgos

ole alaslae (rivs bl

oL Yo Yol aplxyl L@.;quo

Fayrouz: Hello and welcome to
the Speak My Language program
to listen about living well for
people with disabilities. My name
is Fayrouz Ajaka and | work for
the Multicultural Communities’
Council of South Australia. In our
interviews, people with disability
will tell us how they use their
personal skills and the community
services available for everyone to
live well wherever they are. We
share real stories, tips and ideas
from people with disabilities and
others who will tell us about
accessible places, activities and
opportunities available for
everyone. Today our guest, Elsie,
will tell us about her daily life, her
family and friends, her hobbies
and how she cares for herself.
She will also tell us about her
experience studying in Australia,
her experience working in
humanitarian services
organizations, and her voluntary
work as well. Elsie will share her
vision of life and her willingness
and constant effort to accept all
challenges and maintain her
positive nature. Welcome Elsie.
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Elsie: Thank you, Fayrouz.
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Fayrouz: First, let us talk about
you and your family and how and
when did you migrate to
Australia?
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Elsie: | am Elsie Maroun. We are
four children, three daughters and
a son. | am the youngest. We
traveled to Australia 22 years ago.
| was 10 years old.

00:02:04

00:02:16

ala e uw)ol .,_;\.M.IJI :Fayrouz
alyu wslS S . U|)uu|@9417)J|
go JisMe «wilS auSg Tamw ol
Sedoll Iag Silile

Fayrouz: Elsie, tell me about the
beginning of your journey in
Australia. How did school start?
What was your relationship with
your family at this time?
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Elsie: As you know, we were
raised in my family and still hold
the same values. We gather
together all the time. My parents
and siblings stand by me all the
time despite everything. They
always help and support me, and
they are my rock | lean onto. My
school experience was so
beautiful. | didn't expect Australia
to offer me all the things it did to
make my school and daily life
easier, and school has done a lot.
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Fayrouz: Nice, so tell me a little bit
about your life at home, Elsie,
what do you do, how do you care
for yourself?
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Elsie: Fayrouz, | used to do sports
all the time, go to the gym and
stay healthy. As you know, | am
getting old now, | am no longer
young. Sometimes | would not be
able to go, so | exercise at home.
As you know now, under
quarantine conditions, | exercise
at home as much as possible.
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Fayrouz: You do exercises at
home. Nice.

00:03:29

00:03:30

. O :Elsie

Elsie: Yes.
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Fayrouz: You told me about
school, Elsie, that it was a nice
experience. What did they provide
you with in school to make you
comfortable?

00:03:43

00:04:15

i) ol wY¥slb. |g ia>| :Elsie
o> lgljis ol Lgas ) pilSaly

155 plaxdl (8 o lgiog izl
ayiy aild ,._sJUo o 3] cux

o 4w.).CLuLnJ u.uLl Y o lolzall
1541 aolaziw Aol o) all saxllg
duny ul).o.os .).CLaa.o | O 9 L'aul
il Weaall I Lol ol caslaiwl
Ji5 0o L] Jsosll galaiwl o)
.l onllg aslbanll N> o Wiy

Elsie: They brought special tables
for me. | can raise or lower them
according to my comfort. In the
bathroom, they put a button for
me in case of an emergency. It will
alert the teachers to come help
me, but thank God, | never had to
use it. They also put elevators and
ramps. Through elevators and
ramps, | was able to access
classes that | previously was not
able to.
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Fayrouz: Lifts and ramps
specialized for youto gotoon a
wheelchair.
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Elsie: Yes, right.
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Fayrouz: You also told me about a
school where they had to change
all the class organization when
you enrolled there, right?
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Elsie: It's true, and | paved the
way for many students after me,
because | was the first person
with a disability to come to this
school.
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Fayrouz: In need to use a
wheelchair.
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Elsie: Right.
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Fayrouz: They changed the class
and moved it to a place where you
can access it?

00:04:55

00:05:10

JS ulS uquw d.:Ua.” ._,\.9 :Elsie
L)J u\lSJ :uul.l.” d.:l.la.” u\_9 Su\uu
o SIL el Jsosll glaiwl
lszingg Ssamall (o8 s S Is) 118
e_Ja.b.u| > CJl).o.o C)-’JI QSLo|
il

Elsie: On the ground level.
Everything was on the second
floor, but | would not be able to
access there with the wheelchair.
They moved everything in the
classrooms and put ramps in
place of stairs so | can move.
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Fayrouz: They put a wide ramp.
That'’s nice. Did you have friends
at school?
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Elsie: Friends? Where do | start, |
have had friends younger and
older than me, with a smile always
on my face. | would smile at and
welcome all the students or
teachers and greet them. If
someone new to school was lost
or wanted help, | would stand by
them all the time and tell them
where to go so that they would
know where classes were located
because, as you know, schools
here are big and spacious, and a
13 years old would not know
where to go.
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Fayrouz: Yes, you told me about
some fun things you used to do in
a wheelchair while you were in
school. Can you remind me of
them?
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Elsie: | was famous among
teachers for being a student who
speeds a lot, and that is because
of the electric wheelchair.
Because of it, | would speed a lot
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and | liked to be the first to reach
class and get ahead of even the
teacher.
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Fayrouz: What did the teacher
used to call you?
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Elsie: She did not call me by any
name, but she used to say “Zoom,
Zoom, Zoom” and see me here
and there, but this did not affect
me. On the contrary, it
encouraged me a lot to stay who |
am.
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Fayrouz: Very nice. Elsie, you told
me that you worked and liked your
work very much. Can you tell us a
little bit about your work
experience?
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Elsie: | am a person who loves to
do my job and strives with all my
heart. If | work, | will do my work
perfectly, but it was difficult when |
started working. | did not find work
immediately. | used to apply for
many jobs, and they accepted me,
but unfortunately there was no
access for me, so to speak.
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Fayrouz: It was not easy to use
the place to suit you.
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Elsie: Yes, itis true. Thus, my
experience has taught me, before
applying for another job, to ask
the company, and take the
question step before applying.

00:07:47

00:07:57

aalboll o)e j_gi L,..Jqu :Fayrouz
pedde ooy Jasll O Jduolais
il Jus ] el

Fayrouz: You first ask about the
job, details about the workplace,
their relationship with you, etc.,
before applying.
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Elsie: It is true. That's why |
advise those who listen to us, if
they are going through a similar
experience, to try to ask first and
don't be afraid. The person who
does not ask will not reach
anywhere. This has taught me a
valuable lesson.
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Fayrouz: So, what was your job?
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Elsie: | studied and worked in
business administration. | was a
secretary, and my work was on
the computer. | used to answer
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phone calls and do all the
accounting at work. If there was a
company meeting, | would meet
people and tell them where to go
so they know who to meet.
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Fayrouz: What did you love most
about working?
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Elsie: The thing | love most is that
no matter what, | did not make the
people | met feel I'm better than
them. You should be smiling all
the time, welcoming them, talking
to them and not frowning in their
faces because that is not nice.
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Fayrouz: Of course, smiling and
encouraging opens many doors.
So, Elsie, you worked and you
also have experience doing
volunteer work. If you can tell me
a little bit about your volunteer
work, where do you work and with
whom?
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Elsie: | volunteer in our church
parish and offer my services all
the time. But those who know me
know that | like to help as much
as possible. The institution |
volunteer in is for children, we
teach them and do things they
enjoy. We take them on picnics to
get to know other children.
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Fayrouz: How did you get started?
You told me a little bit about the
beginning. Give me an idea about
it.
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Elsie: | was a little hesitant at the
beginning, because of my special
situation. | was afraid the children
would fear me, that they would
stay away from me and be
embarrassed to ask if they wanted
help. But this has encouraged me
to be fearless. And believe me, it
has helped me a lot since | started
this service, has raised my morale
and has made me, despite
everything, not make my problem
affect anything. The students and
everyone know me. If | want
someone to open the door for me,




they run immediately to open it
and fight over who will open the
door for me.
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Fayrouz: Nice, let's get back a
little bit to friends and interests in
general. What do you do with your
friends, how do you spend your
time and have fun? Tell me a bit.
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Elsie: Fairuz, | am a person who
goes with the flow and | do not
like to make plans. Sometimes my
siblings call me and ask me what
are you doing? If | am not busy
with the family, | tell them | am
free. We go out for dinner,
sometimes to the cinema, and
that's how | like to spend my time.
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Fayrouz: Do you usually go out
often?
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Elsie: | go out as much as | can,
but now with quarantine, | go out
less. But now thank God, we are
back to meeting and seeing each
other.
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Fayrouz: Nice. We're back to
family where we started. What do
you like to do the most with your
family?
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Elsie: Our family is together all the
time, with or without events. Most
of our time is at home. If there is a
holiday for my nephews, we go
out to the cinema or go out for a
picnic to spend time together. | am
with my nephews and nieces all
the time at home and ready for
anything they ask. Sometimes
they would want to do something
and want me to do it, and there
are things | cannot do, but | do not
tell them no, because | know that
my presence among them is more
important than any movement, |
can or cannot do.
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Fayrouz: You told me that you
play hide-and-seek with them.
How do you do that?
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Elsie: | do not play but | am there,
but | would fool them and pretend
to hide behind the wall, where
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they can't see me. When they first
find me, | tell them, "You found
me".
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Fayrouz: Nice. Elsie, thank you
very much for this beautiful talk
and for your beautiful and funny
nature. Unfortunately, it is time to
end our interview today. Thank
you very much for sharing it with
us. For me, | have a very beautiful
picture in mind with realistic
details about your life, your
experience at school and work,
and your special relationship with
your family. | like your positive
nature that allows you to be happy
in all situations no matter the
circumstances. What would you
like to tell the listeners at the end
of the interview?
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Elsie: The first thing is to thank
them. The second thing is to
advise them to get encouraged
not to allow their health condition
to make them reluctant to do
anything. Parents should stand by,
support and encourage their
children, like my parents and
siblings have always done. They
stood by me and did not make me
feel different from the rest. As |
told you before, everyone has the
right to be happy. Life is beautiful
and happiness is around the
corner.
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Fayrouz: Thank you Elsie. Thank
you, dear listeners. If you have
enjoyed our recording, please
check out our website
speakmylanguage.com.au where
you will find more. Please also tell
others about the Speak My
Language program. Visit our
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or
LinkedIn pages. Help us continue
this conversation throughout
Australia and possibly around the
world. The Multicultural
Communities’Council of South
Australia is pleased to offer you
the Speak My Language Program.




ad el Sl e s [3ms
wiooll cull (58 Lsls i .a¥g JS
NEMBCs SBS a»

The Speak My Language program
is funded by the Department of
Social

Services and is delivered
nationally through a partnership
between all the state and territory
Ethnic and Multicultural
Communities’ Councils and
Multicultural Councils around
Australia. Our national broadcast
partners are SBS and NEMBC.




