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Charitha: Welcome! Welcome to
Speak My Language, a program
that talks about people from
different cultures who are disabled
but living happily. | am Charitha
Dissanayake from the Ethnic
Communities Council of Victoria.
In our discussions, we discuss how
disabled people from different
cultures use their abilities and
community resources to live
happily wherever they live. They
include factual information,
opinions and tips from people
with disabilities about activities
and accessibility opportunities for
people with disabilities. Pradeep
Hewavitharana is an advocate for
disabled people and holds many
positions in several organizations
targeting the disabled. He enjoys
the outdoors and enjoys sailing,
para-golf and wheelchair
badminton. Cheering on your
team at a live sporting event can
be exhilarating. Melbourne
Stadium is a special place to visit
for sports lovers. At the MCG
Stadium you can watch sports
events like AFL, Cricket,
International Football or the
Australian Sports Museum.
Pradeep joins us today to share his
experiences from visiting the MCG
to watch the games. Tell us
Pradeep do you enjoy watching
sports? What sporting events
have you seen at the MCG
Stadium.
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Pradeep: Yes | take great pleasure
in playing and going to such things
for games. | went to the MCG
Stadium on Boxing Day in
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someone who was a member of
the MCG Stadium that day. He was
allowed to bring two people
together with him on that day. He
therefore bought me a ticket and
that is why | went. To tell you the
truth, we understand amazingly
how much the common people
among us work hard for cricket,
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how much they spend on cricket,
and we can also see their interest
in it. Of course, the efforts made
by the government and the MCG
sports club have done for us, that
is, the things that have been done
for the audience, the facilities, the
dining halls, it is hard to imagine
when we see everything. The
ground has provided wonderful
facilities for spectators to get
maximum satisfaction from that
game.
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Charitha: What do you have to say
about the alternative seating
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members-only auditorium at the
MCG that day. | have actually been
to a Footy match about four years
before that. To see a match
between the two sports clubs, St
Kilda and Fremantle. So | have
always only gone to the side
where the members can be inside
the auditorium. That's why | saw
that people with disabilities and
people using wheelchairs can go
to the auditorium very easily and
quickly. The food and drinks that
the disabled people want to get
can be taken very quickly and
come back to the place where
they can sit. The televisions have
been raised closer than the
normal people in places where
they can see the field from the
audience better. Also, for example,
for those who use wheelchairs,
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there is an elevator nearby and
everything as such has been
prepared for them in the
auditoriums of the ground.
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Charitha: Now, do you need to
reserve such special seats in
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that day. | parked it and went. The
first time | went, | took the train. |
went on the train and got off at
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the nearest railway station, which
is near the MCG Stadium. | was
able to get to the stadium, that is,
after passing the station and
entering the stadium, there are
special wheelchair-accessible
vehicles. | got on one of them.
They also brought me to the road,
put my wheelchair in the car and
left me.
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Charitha: Now you have the
opportunity to go to the MCG
stadium and watch a live sporting
event in a way you have never
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disabled person always thinks
about their disability all the time.
They always wonder why
something like this happened to
them, and there is a lot of stress
for them. | say we should go to
sports events like this because the
government and sports clubs have
worked hard for us and every
investment they have made is for
us. We need to go and make use
of this. Otherwise, it will be of no
use. Also, rather than thinking
about the disability being inside a
house, we can go and be like
normal people, be happy and
reduce stress. If there is a sports
club that we like, or if there is a
sport that was played before the
disability on that day, we can go
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and be with those people like a
normal person and reminisce
about years and be happy. That's
why | said that we need to take full
advantage of the facilities that are
available to do everything we
want like normal people. That's
why | say everyone should go.
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Charitha: Thank you very much for
your time today Pradeep. There
are a number of ways to
accommodate people with
disabilities for those interested in
visiting the MCG. All the stands of
the MCG stadium have accessible
seats for people with disabilities.
School allocation can also vary
depending on the competition.
You must reserve these seats in
advance. To reserve seats or
inquire for more information, call
the Seats Hotline, which can be
reserved for persons with
disabilities on thirteen hundred,
six hundred and seventy five, nine
hundred and fifteen. Yarra Park
has vehicle facilities for people
with disabilities. You can use the G
Grade Mobility Shuttle service.
This service is free. In two
thousand and twenty two, E-Train
introduced this service to include
wheelchair-friendly vehicles. You
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don't need to reserve seats in
advance. Stay in the passenger
compartment until the next
vehicle arrives. This service can be
picked up from parking lots at
Richmond Station and Jolimont
Station. The Companion Card is
accepted for all events at the MCG
Stadium. You and your partner can
book tickets through Ticketek. You
can learn more about access to
the MCG by visiting
www.mcg.org.au and going to the
planning your visit section. We
hope you enjoy the MCG tour. If
you want to listen to more
discussions like this, visit our
website speakmylanguage.com.au.
Please inform others about the
Speak My Language program.
Connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram or LinkedIn to
spread this conversation across
Australia and beyond to the world.
The Speak My Language program
in Victoria is offered by the Ethnic
Communities Council of Victoria.
Sponsorship of Speak My
Language Program is by the
Department of Social Services.
This program is delivered across
Australia with the support of
Ethnic and Multicultural
Communities' Councils and
Multicultural Councils. Our
national broadcasting partners are
SBS and NEMBC.
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