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Charitha: @)gea30sT! 4103 Charitha: Welcome! Welcome
2@ w5t 80 evdm 88 to Speak My Language, a
eotdaBBI0 g ydocwsy program that talks about people
8EMed mmo mI», Speak My from different cultures who are
Language 9(80e0uw 50 D disabled but living happily. | am
BEwxsimdy. ®® Ethnic Charitha Dissanayake from the
Communities Council of Victoria | Ethnic Communities Council of
gownmIed 085 Eemwm. Victoria. In our discussions, we
28ed DB DEE 83D discuss how disabled people
80eaBBIO G GoBD from different cultures use their
yldoCws’ ALY emmmym 88 abilities and community
evdDx w8ndsy SOFSOO resources to live happily
5OsTed HBw@IDsY ww S05Hed | wherever they live. They include
B @8 ©wrcs ©@wWLIHBIBN factual information, opinions
&om00e oD WO, &0 | and tips from people with
8319 @0, GoDoPDD disabilities about activities and
ylocesieod acns wy 9f accessibility opportunities for
3B ydOEHIO B @deds | people with disabilities. Today
W3womom® 32 g 8w wB | our guest is Deepal De Silva
G0 BERED @mdmd; from Dos Driving School. Many

00:00:15 | 00:01:55 | g»es. a¢ ged acdmwo Dos | people with disabilities hope to
Driving School @awmmed 8 | get a driver's license to make
¢ BED1. g eoewnd their daily activities easier. He
et »nOsYed d8em explains the opportunities for
DOYD By WO OB® wewo that and the steps to follow
Bweor dEuIow R 9O when a disabled person needs
DReBecn 0D, & wewo | to get a driver's license. We
@B gDedO @@amdoe , godm | were told that you are an
gewn 8weo ARBTOW G approved driving instructor for
O Be®8 exy0@m»® WwE ¢ = providing training to disabled
8w0@08 @@y wIB) people. Can you tell us what
8Ecd Ry 0 851988 »S kind of training you provide to
@D @Y. GoDDD provide this training for people
3dOCRBBIO N €end o E® with disabilities?
e QD ¢5)®@nm Bwgdt
coedamen DO gud 80gd.
8D w38m ORI wewo
000 yend C2ERD D NO®
gom0ed YD Cab
@e¢5IenY ¢ WD gud BwsIH
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00:01:56 | 00:03:45 | Deepal: ®® ©8m, a8 Driving Deepal: Yes Charitha, we need
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to get a license first to work as a
Driving Instructor. In order to
work as a driver training
instructor, we need a Driving
Instructor Authority License
obtained after completing the
Certificate for Transport and
Logistics course issued by CPVV,
which means Commercial
Passenger Vehicle Victoria.
Initially, only someone who has
that can become a driving
instructor. Additionally, a
special additional qualification is
required. In addition to being a
driving instructor, we need to
have the ability to handle
people with disabilities in a way
that suits them. One in
particular is patience. It is a
must-have. In addition, they
should have a good practical
ability to teach in a way that is
suitable for that person. So for
that, our company has been
engaged in this field for more
than twenty-five years and has
worked as a driver training
consultant. Besides, those
disabled people, they are
special too. They need dual
controllable vehicles that are
specially designed to suit their
needs. We have the ability to
provide that as well.
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Charitha: How do people with
disabilities access your service?
And what do you initially do

00:03:46 | 00:03:59 | @m0e®I®? & Ded® aoRod when providing training to
68m YFoCWsIO VD grwnmed | people with disabilities?
WO CNEedE YEwO®
DOBIesI eLimue?
Deepal: ®® &m0 28 ©8» Deepal: Yes Charitha, we have
GEDO® a0ad» ylocwsy two groups of disabled people.
@88 B3SO, They should be divided into two
demEesieod ecodnmO categories. One of them is the
0o d».JemEEstensy | mentally challenged and
O 203w HOB Lax&m physically challenged. They
&8 O 5 B WO should be assessed separately
asnEm® 88n ¢ Jemdcs’® | and then referred to their own
0D eD® nfesdd; 0= 80 | General Practitioner (GP). After
sdeld SemEEsI® »OsTen® that, through their GP, they
@9 ®ED @eddwdJwr Om need to send a request to
@8 oI . 80 wdeed & | VicRoads, and from there they
vdewsy nOsTed esed®Bm | need to be referred to an
@eddwddws »wown VicRoads Occupational Therapist to know
FWHBIS 00m 9CEOW ew§ what kind of things they want to
o . WO 8O sedets OBy do depending on their need.
00:04:00 | 00:05:05 Occupational Therapist After that, they are referred to a
oWmEeBYE 00D ©@wId e, driving school as our institution.
dwed gdEwmdwsy OEO After that, we can prepare the
wews 888 & odOE ¢ vyon course to suit them and provide
@8 O 0@ 8ed ec¢wxse | them with a Dual Control
emednI® @2 BwEr. 80 sddeed | Vehicle that suits their needs
»O8 J gwd as gownm OO & | and start teaching them how to
088 &) E OO ©@wo§ drive.
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Charitha: @@:8» gdocwsy Charitha: Do you provide
00:05:06 | 00:05:13 | ¢nen BO® wew @2 »Hdmsenwes | modified vehicles for training
OB B¢ Do G @¢moc? disabled people?
00:05:14 | 00:05:56 | Deepal: @® 88, a8 O O» Deepal: Yes Charitha, we

ylocusiod eDdwmdwsy
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provide a variety of vehicles
that suit the needs of each
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individual. Our company has
special vehicles designed to suit
them. Besides, sometimes there
are some people. They need to
be provided with vehicles that
suit their very specific needs. In
case we don't have those types
of vehicles, we have other
driving schools that can provide
the same service. We refer
them to those schools to fulfil
their requirements.
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Charitha: Is there an initial
assessment for trainees before
starting the disabled driver's

00:05:57 | 00:06:13 | gD sI5Hsy ey YE» license program? When joining
HBeEd O ®mOmO? §c@ for the first time, do you do any
O D535 WOBE 0w kind of assessment?
BB O BOmOE RD?
Deepal: v ©8m, 8 dew»® Deepal: No Charitha, we do not
D3eE0D5 ®OBIe5T 2)3H7. do such assessments. However,
28 J emFes0 & dod there are institutions that can
JemEesieod emied O provide financial support to
WOEOD BB WOMB® wewo | those people to continue their
FomJEsIO o0y & gids course. When they are sent to
CEED) GBmD) Bownds &J us by an organization that
Dod gaidad CRE provides such assistance, we
0BT 880 JemEcEsy® | will prepare the course and
OD»Yem0 SorwriEEsI0 train them to practice
@00 B0@remwm YeRn depending on how much money

00:06:14 | 00:07:05 FomFRsIO o ecmnde O | will be given to them. Especially
OCesm SEwd a8 & wwd®E® | often we meet people who have
e O FemEERsIO yorg been involved in accidents and
€ DOOBID) WOWYD they can get their money
DOHDN.Sedsewsy Yo through TAC.
@DE00 380 ¥OVEOHH Then we arrange to teach
aHRNGOCO o eDdD gow according to that time to suit
50 o csI0 TAC gowmme | them.
O8sY SemEesieod §cE
ChOD yoOsy.
00 FerIEEsIO O1EeSD
88w & mEwd and a8
COsIOBD BEEDE ®SHIIHD.

00.07:06 | 00:07:12 | Charitha: @03 sewo ¢wd Charitha: How much does it cost
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to get a disabled driver's
license?
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Deepal: That is Charitha, in
addition to the course, which
means that in addition to
learning to drive, they also have
a number of exams that they
have to do from the beginning
for someone who comes to get
a three-year license from
VicRoads. One is to do the
Knowledge test first. After that,
the Hazard Perception Test
should be passed. Apart from

00:07:13 | 00:08:02 | eOx¥» @m. 8O @B HOB that, there is also the Driving
Driving Skill Test &2 oIz Skill Test. After that, if they
Bewes)1.80 sdeed want to get a three-year license,
FenEesI0 agoig noy™ they have to pay at least two
DEETIBE ©BIB LD 5O hundred dollars to VicRoads. In
a28® Daewsy ethEs eclum addition, if they are going to get
Om0 e & VicRoads a P1 license, they have to pay
FIBDHBB OB @wWE WOBID about thirty dollars more than
@O, 80 ¢®@n0d demFecd | that.
P1 License &= 032 @2
e »HO , g0 D& BHO
01880 @88 Bun &m0 8@
@®d5Im 8L B 0D,
Charitha: #:2:3» ydocwesyo Charitha: In addition to practical
Bweot s e o RBe®@ S | driving lessons for disabled
000wiBm Bwedr ©R®DED people, do you also provide
8®@500 RYBIO @nd auoxFw® | them with the information they

00:08:03 | 00:08:26 | g8e5ep cine 0@ BBOO e need to increase their road
Hazard Perception Test safety awareness and pass the
s3eens O 800 @3 ¢ddw | Hazard Perception Test?
@m0RC G ©¢sIesIE ¢ em0
DO»DE?

00:08:27 | 00:09:14 | Deepal: ®® Charitha, ¢1z35 = Deepal: Yes Charitha, they can

VicRoads @08 g@)dewsy
FemEerI0 J yunend® mosim
3005, Sdded @D
Bewnryd. JO mosTmrys s,
¢153 Hazard Perception Test &=
FomEEsI0 gadeacd Déd
R eCE8 WO BewmDo.
@@im¢ @edess woBend BEwd
Byeed emdd ¢wud Jom
aenm® Bgem. ¢z JO

now do that training on the
VicRoads website. There are
practice tests. They can be
done. Now the Hazard
Perception Test has been made
much easier for them than
before. It used to be
complicated and many people
had difficulty with it. Now that
many people can see it
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properly, the ability to easily
understand it is very high.

So you can pass easily. Go
online and practice with them.
In addition to that, if someone
needs any other difficulties, we
can personally help them.
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Charitha: People with
disabilities have different
requirements when it comes to
obtaining driver's licenses, and

00:09:16 | 00:09:36 | ¥nED® giwads eOmeE. ®ed | the way they join this program
@D 5:® ememed® a¢dd | is different. Can you ensure that
@HOG GO WO VOO your service is tailored to
RO wBm 0O yOOBIE é everyone's needs?
omeni®c?
Deepal: @ e 800 88 ©©® Deepal: As | said at the
5@ ememHO® & gumded beginning, we may not be able
E8O sEm 880 wvuwesIm to provide that kind of dual
@M eDBID YOO, & controls for everyone. At that
@000 & gdeddsy DEO time, they will be directed to
00:09:39 | 00:10:05 | ogevs 88w gerEEsIO other organizations that can
DIEEBD 0wl & @efd provide that service in a way
388w 98 0O FwnH that is suitable for them, so that
@0nm »3 0w mO»D & Deod they comply with such
80BwmOwsy OEO requirements.
FoJRH0 anymE eOsim.
Charitha: ed Beanm af¢ei®® | Charitha: In your experience,
00:10:07 | 00:10:14 330, Gl 8m yocwsy Sw w!1y is'it impgrtant for people
»1¢800 9e®s MBI Doy with disabilities to learn to
e0sYesy ¢8? drive?
00:10:14 | 00:11:00 | Deepal: @ F»0® emEcsiox | Deepal: In fact, they have to
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fulfil their needs just like others,
and when they depend on
someone to do it, they face
great difficulties. Besides, a
government has to spend a lot
of money to maintain such a
person. If they are able to do
their work properly without
bothering anyone, it will be a
great joy and it will be a great
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strength for their mental peace.
Then they will be able to do
their own work without
bothering anyone and live a
good quality lifestyle. They will
be able to spend their time well
like us.

Charitha: @® 9&ea0wm
B ©038w0ed 5T @ HBIO
Red 0w Bwgd BsEO

Charitha: Listeners of this
program in Victoria may want to
join your service, your driving

00:11:03 | 00:11:18 | &L &0 gdEw OBIH school. Can you let us know
05T, RO ¢ @B how we can contact you?
DOOBID HPOOBY o0 BwsIz)
yOnye?
Deepal: ®§ Charitha 80 Deepal: Yes Charitha, we can
FoJEHI0 ydosT a8 mmo give them two phone numbers
WOBIB) e (ODOB) o to call us, one of which is our
@I ©¢5ID PO OBy landline 0387385185. That
O OB el CId 8% means, Zero, Three, Eight,
O2. 0387385185. & BwsIes’, Seven, Three, Eight, Five, One,
Zero, Three, Eight, Seven, Eight, Five. Or you can call my

. . Three, Eight, Five,One, Eight, mobile number 041607586.

00:11:20 | 00:12:05 Five. 900 ®od 0®a8E Zero, Four, One, Six, Zero,
gomwO @B oI, Seven, Five, Eight, Six. In
041607586. Zero, Four, One, addition, you can go to our
Six, Zero, Seven, Five, Eight, Six. | website and see from there
830 @00 gued 00d gtd8wd | infor@dosdriving.com.au
B88CEE 9B T
SIS
infor@dosdriving.com.au
Charitha: Speak My Language Charitha: The Speak My
DR REOe8Ewd yd & | Language program has listeners
GOy 8O3, B 31¢D® across Australia. How do you
9ew®) GO0 wH YT tell them to learn to drive and
0502 8GO @® ®D find a service like you

00:12:07 | 00:12:29 | escwHsy O Gam3ewsy mentioned close to where they

03D @e31w OO0 VD
RYIO BwsIesy @@
&2CWIE ¢ @O RYHY
@® Dod etd 8Eaed
@O &1 OB eI ?

live? How do they find out
about a service like this?
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Deepal: Yes, these days, since
we have Internet facilities, if
they are in our state, we can
help them here in the South
East Suburbs. In addition to this,
someone who needs these
services in other states, can use
Google through the Internet
and check for Special Needs
Driving, and then they can find

00:12:30 | 00:13:17 | ®v8ewsy Google S it. If you have enough
om0 desTm yodsd information and a need, you
Special Needs Driving Bw s can call us. We are willing to
@O WO ROV & @n search about it and provide any
FowriEEsI0 09110535 help.
0%, e5095I5) (SO
@m0 goe®s 8@
@O BewdmHd 5O yddsy
280 ¢@nsIm. a8 & wdsTVD
@IV OCBID, B0 WOBIB)
a8 D00 @O,

00:13:19 | 00:14:48 | Charitha: @@10%® &£pA3 Charitha: Thank you very much
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Deepal. We discussed the steps
to be taken by a person who is
disabled but wishes to obtain a
driver's license. It encourages a
disabled person to get a driver's
license and lead a happy life.
Thanks again to Deepal De Silva
from Dos Driving School for
educating us and our listeners
for joining us. If you want to
listen to more discussions like
this, visit our website
speakmylanguage.com.au.
Please inform others about the
Speak My Language program.
Connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram or LinkedIn
to spread this conversation
across Australia and beyond to
the world. The Speak My
Language program in Victoria is
offered by the Ethnic
Communities Council of
Victoria. Sponsorship of Speak
My Language Program is by the
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Department of Social Services.
This program is delivered across
Australia with the support of
Ethnic and Multicultural
Communities' Councils and
Multicultural Councils. Our
national broadcasting partners
are SBS and NEMBC.




